
 

3 day Pilanesberg National Park Safari  

Johannesburg – Johannesburg 

From R3 600 pp sharing  

Departures: Daily (subject to availability) 

 

Itinerary 
 
Day 1:  Johannesburg – Pilanesberg National Park 
An early departure (07h00 – 08h00) allows us to reach the Pilanesberg National Park around mid-morning. 
Pilanesberg has a unique ecosystem, due to it being located in the crater of an extinct volcano. The complex’s rare 
rock types were created by ancient volcanic eruptions. This erodes to varied soil types, which in turn leads to very 
varied vegetation. Your guide will happily share his or her knowledge of this unique area and its inhabitants with you.  
We stop for lunch at the cafeteria in the park (own expense), after which we continue our game drive. We check in at 
our camp in the late afternoon. You will have time to go for a swim, purchase necessary items at the camp’s shop, or 
simply take a stroll around the camp to stretch your legs after a long day’s driving. Your guide begins preparing dinner, 
which is served under the stars (weather permitting). Your guide can identify the nocturnal sounds you hear and 
entertain you with some amazing experiences encountered over many years of guiding in Africa. Wine is served with 
dinner but guests are welcome to bring additional drinks which can be purchased at the camp’s shop.  
 (Dinner included) 
 
Day 2: Pilanesberg National Park 
Safaris are all about early mornings, getting out there and seeing animals! After an early wake-up call (the time varies 
according to the seasons and park gate opening times) we have tea or coffee and rusks (dried biscuits to be dunked 
in your hot drink!) We then set off on the morning safari which will take approximately 3 - 4 hours. Your guide has an 
intimate knowledge of the park, which contributes a great deal towards brilliant sightings! Your guide will prepare 
breakfast on your return. During the hottest part of the day, when animals are generally less active, you have a couple 
of hours to relax. All the camps we use also have restaurant facilities so you will be able to purchase lunch. In the late 
afternoon you embark on sunset / night drive in an open 4x4 game drive vehicle, which gives you an opportunity to 
spot some of Africa’s nocturnal animals such as leopard, hyena, owls, nightjars, civet and genet to name but a few. 
Upon your return, dinner is served. Sitting outside on a balmy African night listening to lions roaring in the distance, or 
the whoop of a hyena is a fantastic experience and one which often brings our guests back to Africa! 
 (Breakfast and Dinner included) 
 
Day 3: Pilanesberg National Park – Hartbeespoort Dam – Johannesburg 

We rise early and depart on an early morning drive in the hope of finding some of the nocturnal and diurnal animals 
before they settle down for the day. This is also the most active time for most predators, both big and small.  With the 
sun slowly climbing higher above the savannah, we experience all that the park has to offer, including the well 
marketed Big Five and the incredible wealth of flora, birds and smaller mammals that make the Pilanesberg National 
Park so unique. After our morning drive, we return to the camp for breakfast, after which we pack up and start our 
journey back to Gauteng.  We stop en-route at the Hartbeespoort Dam for lunch (own expense). Hartbeespoort Dam 
is a quaint resort town with loads of curio and craft markets. This is the ideal place to do some shopping. The drive 
back to Johannesburg takes approximately 3 hours and guests are advised to sleep over in Johannesburg on this 
night.  
(Breakfast included)  

 
Rates: 

 

3 day Pilanesberg National Park Safari (rates are valid from 1 October 2012 – 30 September 2013) 

 

Classic Pilanesberg 
R5 900 per person sharing (R7 400 per single person)  
Accommodation is in en-suite chalets with beds, linen, towels and soap. These chalets have a small fridge, air 
conditioning and mosquito proofing on the doors and windows. 
 
Budget Pilanesberg 
R4 800 per person sharing (R5 900 per single person)  
Accommodation is in fixed safari tents with beds, linen, towels and soap. Ablutions are shared and serviced very 
regularly. These tents have a small fridge, a fan and mosquito proofing on the doors and windows. 
 
Camping Pilanesberg 



 

R3 600 per person sharing (R4 500 per single person)  
Accommodation is in 2 Man mobile tents. Mattresses, sleeping bags and pillows are provided. Ablutions are shared 

and serviced very regularly. Guests must bring their own towels and soap.   

 

Included 

Transport for the duration of your safari; pick-up and drop off in Johannesburg or Pretoria; professional drivers / 
guides (FGASA registered – Field Guides Association of Southern Africa); meals as specified in the itinerary; all day 
game drives in the Pilanesberg National Park in our closed, air conditioned vehicle; Pilanesberg sunset drive (all 
Pilanesberg Safari guests over 6 years of age); all park entry fees and daily conservation fees; accommodation as per 
chosen option; 2 man dome tent equipped with camping mattresses, sleeping bags and pillows for all camping guests; 
bottled water during the day in the Pilanesberg National Park; wine with dinner; craft market shopping opportunity at 
Hartbeespoort Dam on the last day 
 

Excluded 

Flights to and from Johannesburg; meals not specified in the itinerary; pre and post tour accommodation in 

Johannesburg / Pretoria; guests are welcome to bring their own drinks to dinner, which can be purchased at the park’s 

shop; towels and amenities for camping guests; optional extra activities; items of a personal nature; gratuities; 

personal and medical insurance 

 

Important information 

We need a minimum of 2 people to confirm a safari 
We will pick you up and drop you off at your lodge / hotel in Johannesburg or Pretoria 
Pilanesberg is in a malaria free zone 
All accommodation at Pilanesberg is situated on the fringes of the park and not within the park itself (either at 
Manyane or Bakgatla – subject to availability) 
It is important to note that this is not a private safari and more than likely there will be other guests joining you on the 
game drive vehicles, air-conditioned mini bus transfer vehicles as well as during mealtimes 
Please note that sunset game drive times are subject to change and availability on the day. These drives are 
conducted by a sub contractor, by one of their rangers and in one of their vehicles. There will most likely be other 
guests on this drive. Children under 6 years of age are not allowed on these open 4x4 game drive vehicles 
Although we welcome children on our safaris, we reserve the right not to allow younger children on our normal game 
drives. This will be entirely up to the guide’s discretion and will be in order to ensure a pleasurable game drive for all 
our guests (including the parents). Should this be the case, a bush bumble (kiddies game drive) will be conducted 
after the normal game drive, especially for the kids 
We do not offer babysitting and as such one of the parents will have to stay behind to watch the children. Private 
game drives for families can be arranged at an extra charge 
Guests flying out of OR Tambo Airport on the last day are reminded to not book any flights earlier than 19h00 
(domestic) or 20h00 (international) in order to give us enough time to get you to the airport. We recommend that you 
rather stay over in Johannesburg if possible 
Since we cannot guarantee our arrival time in Johannesburg on the last day we will not be held responsible for re-
imbursements of flight tickets, should we arrive later than expected 
Our terms and conditions apply 
 
Suggested packing list 
Binoculars; camera, preferably with a lens with at least 400mm reach; appropriate books and maps on the 
Pilanesberg National Park (or you can purchase it at the park’s shops); sun block, insect repellent; hat or cap; warm 
fleece or jacket for morning and evening game drives; woollen hat or beanie; comfortable shoes for day to day 
activities (sandals are also fine) 
 
 


